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conic; uLso an executive committee (Magistral), bumc of whose
members were elected for a long term and received salaries. The
Council was empowered to control the city expenditures and to
impose the taxes. The state supervision was confined to audit-
ing their accounts and approving their regulations. At that time
of paternal government, this autonomy granted to the cities of
Prussia caused them to be nicknamed " little republics."

Stein proposed to reform the administration of the provinces
in the same way, by intrusting it to elected representatives; but
he could not bring the King to consent. The " Chamber of War
and the Domain," which had held the control of each province,
was replaced by a more regularly organized Board of Govern-
ment (Rcgierttng), divided into two sections, the one adminis-
trative and the other economic, but composed Vholly of royal
officers.

Hanlonberg, who went on with the reforms, was content to
copy French institutions. He created in 1812 a gendarmerie
(mounted jx>licc) whose superior officers were to aid the admin-
istrative officials. The reform of the administration of the Circles
(Krcisf) was promulgated in 1812, but was not put in force.

Hardenberg also imitated the new French methods of taxation:
He copied the license fees and the personal tax, secularized
church property, sold crown lands, levied taxes on luxuries
(horses, carriages, liveried servants).

The most far-reaching of these reforms was the abolition of
the official classification of the people. In principle it was con-
tained in the decree of 1807, which permitted nobles to enter on
professional and business careers, and citizens and peasants to
change their status of birth. The full liberty of industry and
residence followed in 1808: " No man shall be restricted in the
enjoyment of his property, his civil rights, and his liberty further
than is necessary for the general welfare of the state; law and
administration have no other mission than the removal of all
obstacles to the free development of the faculties and powers of
the citizens.1*

Industrial liberty was completed by a fiscal measure- The
decree fixing the new taxes on trades and occupations abolished
the monopolies of the industrial corporations and towns; who-
(#<re*"paid the license fee was free to follow the occupation every-
($10).

ancipation of the peasants, a more complicated opera-
aeen promised and begun, but remained incomplete.

